
Becky Cress, Haine Elementary School, 21.28 years of service
Jane Eisenhart, Seneca Valley Middle School, 19.5 years of service
Patricia Faber, Seneca Valley Senior High School, 23.4 years of service
Carol Garbett, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 23.5 years of service
Roberta Geubtner, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, 7 years of service
Phyllis Jerpi, Seneca Valley Senior High School, 19.5 years of service
Ruth Johns, Seneca Valley Middle School, 11 years of service
Susan Kearney, Evans City Elementary School, 21 years of service
Roseanne Koenig, Haine Middle School, 26.37 years of service
Dennis Lemmo, Seneca Valley Middle School, 32 years of service
Robert Magerko, Seneca Valley Middle School, 35.5 years of service
Marion Mann, Haine Elementary School, 19 years of service
Margaret Marlowe, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 21 years of service
Joyce Mastalski, Haine Middle School, 10.5 years of service
Mary McConaughy, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, 25 years of service
Margaret Mourer, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, 22 years of service
Linda Orr, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 24 years of service
Kathleen Pitluga, Seneca Valley Middle School, 26.85 years of service
Lori Rehm, Haine Elementary School, 27 years of service
Victoria Riddle, Seneca Valley Senior High School, 33.9 years of service 
Kathleen Rombach, Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, 11.8 years of service 
Susan Teets, Seneca Valley Middle School, 36 years of service
Sandra Thiebaud, Rowan Elementary School, 30 years of service
Clare Torso, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 21 years of service
Susan Valenti, Evans City Elementary School, 34 years of service
Roxanne Walker, Rowan Elementary School, 19.8 years of service 
Kimberly Willoughby, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 29 years of service

RAIDERRAIDER
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continued on page 2

Summer 2016
A National Award-Winning Publication

Seneca Valley said farewell to staff members at a retirement luncheon held on June 7.  
A combined total of more than 630 years of service to Seneca Valley, these 27 individuals 
represent the teaching, paraprofessional and cafeteria staff, and will be missed by many.  
To read more from our retirees, see page 2. 

The 2015-16 Seneca Valley retirees are:

Proud of the Past,  
Committed to the Future

If you haven’t seen Seneca Valley’s District 
Videos “Proud of the Past, Committed to the 

Future,” check them out here:

Video 1        Video 2

SV bids fond farewell

 *More dates can be found on our  
   homepage at www.svsd.net

First Day Reminder! 
Wednesday, August 24
2016-17 First Day of School

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rb0MfxznDzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAyihHWVGdk
http://www.svsd.net
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SV bids fond farewell 
continued

We asked retirees to share their thoughts on retirement; or to detail for readers what went through their minds as they left the classrooms  
on their last day:

“As I left my classroom for the last time, I paused at the door and looked around the 
room at all of the students’ desks. I could imagine those who sat there this year as well 
as previous years’ students. 
Memories of the years came flooding back, but through all of them was a central theme. 
I knew then that one of the greatest accomplishments of my teaching career was that I 
helped to teach children love, caring, and compassion. It was embedded in the things 
that I did every day. I created a classroom community each year where children would 
think about each other and to always be there for a friend. We enjoyed each other, 
learned together, celebrated accomplishments, and kicked that bar of learning higher 
than any of the kids thought was possible. It was a bittersweet day, but also an exciting 
day, looking forward to the future where my husband Bill and I will travel and enjoy 
seeing places in the world where we haven’t been, while enjoying family and friends.” 

-Becky Cress, Haine Elementary Third Grade Teacher 

“I just want to extend 
my thanks for the 

years I spent working 
for the Seneca Valley 
School District, in the 

process I met a lot 
of wonderful people 

who I will miss 
dearly.”

- Roseanne (Dolly) 
Koenig, Haine Middle 

School Secretary 

“I have been a teacher for 40 years and 
it’s hard to think of not having that be 
such an important part of my life. Many 
people have asked what it feels like to 
retire and honestly it feels as if I am 
on a diving board jumping into a pool 
not knowing whether there is water in 
the pool or if I even know how to stay 
afloat if there is.  However, even though 
being a teacher has always been and 
always will be a huge part of who I am, 
my family and my faith have always 
been what is most important to me.”

 -Ruth Johns, Seneca Valley Middle      
  School Science Teacher

“I have enjoyed the many people that I  
worked with at Seneca Valley. I was able to  
teach in all of the elementary schools.  Teachers 
and staff have the same goal—attempt to reach 
each child and take them as far as they can go!” 
        -Sue Kearney, Evans City Elementary  
 Title I Reading Specialist

“I left work with a smile.   
For 10+ years I was the district “float”  
nurse.  I have, at one time or another, 

worked at each and every one of the health 
offices in the district. More importantly, I 

was witness to the growth of students I first 
met in elementary buildings and years later 

would see again at a secondary building. I am 
excited to start a new journey in my life and 
will be forever grateful for the time I spent 

at Seneca Valley, the hundreds of employees 
and thousands of students who were part  

of my life.”

 -Joyce Mastalski,  
Seneca Valley  

School District Nurse

“As I turned out the lights for the last time 
in the computer lab at CVE, I looked back  
at the changes that have happened over the 
past 24 years and capture the memories 
in my heart to rewind and play again over 
the upcoming years. As I said my final 
goodbyes, I shared with my students how 
blessed I am to have had the opportunity to 
have the best job on earth. I let them know 
how much I looked forward to seeing them 
each day. My wish for them is that someday 
they will find a job that they will love as 
much as I have loved mine. I may have 
closed the door in the physical room, but I 
have stored up smiles, hugs and memories 
that will be with me always!” 
– Linda Orr, Connoquenessing Valley  
   Elementary Technology Facilitator

“As I left my 
classroom for the last time, 

I waved good bye to a career that I was 
not real sure that I would make it through to 36 years.  

I appreciate the way that Seneca Valley helped me to  
become the teacher that I am today. I waved goodbye  

to all of the students that I have had and hope that I taught them 
more than just Health Science.  I waved goodbye to all of the 

students that touched my life in a positive way. I waved goodbye to 
those faculty members that I had as students and those that  

became such good friends of mine!  I waved goodbye to those  
administrators that helped mold me into the person that I am  
today and give thanks for all the times they let me leave early  

when it was personally necessary.  I said goodbye to a part  
of my family.  Thanks Seneca Valley!”

 -Susan Teets, Seneca Valley  
Middle School Health Teacher



Rowan, Evans City, Haine and Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) students participated in their school’s field days in late May.  
Student classrooms worked as teams that emphasized sportsmanship, cooperation and social skills all while having fun.

Field Day Fun

3
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Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) School student Yorick 
Williams put postcards on the map. Yorick recently collected one 
postcard from all 50 states during his class’s “Great Postcard 
Race” assignment. He’s only the second student to ever  
accomplish this feat. 

Yorick and his mom Amanda, who served in the Army for eight 
years and has moved a lot, wrote letters to the state  
representatives that he needed.  Yorick’s mom also reached out 
to her friends and family on Facebook. In addition to the 50 states, 
Yorick received two postcards from South Africa, one from London,  
two from Japan, one from South Korea, three from Australia, one  
from Mexico, one from Thailand, and one from Guantanamo Bay,  
Cuba (from a friend working there as an air traffic controller). 

This is an annual project that first grade teacher Ms. Stacey’s Richard started about 10 years ago to 
go along with the story, “Me on the Map.” 

“I thought it would be a fun project for the kids to learn the 50 states, said Ms. Richard. “It [The 
project] has taught students about other state facts, countries, traditions, relatives, etc…  We receive 
more postcards now than we did before and I think that is because of social media. I have only had 
one other student who made it their goal to get all 50 states while doing this. It is a great learning 
project for all!”

On the map

First grade students at  
Connoquenessing Valley Elementary 
 (CVE) School carried flags and 
dressed in red, white and blue for a 
patriotic performance on May 16. 

Students learned 11 different patriotic 
selections that included singing,  
dancing, rapping and even sign 
language. This performance taught 
students about patriotism and was in 
celebration of Armed Forces Day and 
Memorial Day.

Three cheers for the Red, 
White and Blue

Haine Middle School departing sixth grade students 
enjoyed a “Bon Voyage Beach Blast” party  
sponsored by Haine PTO on June 2. This party, 
thrown annually, wishes good luck to students as 
they transition into seventh grade and onto their next 
academic journey.

Beach blast

Seneca Valley elementary students in grades 1-4 recently participated in an educational trip to one 
of their community pools for dry land water safety training. The lifeguard staff of these pools assisted 
members of the physical education department on their presentations that included safety around 
bodies of water, how to get help in a water emergency situation, and weather safety around water. 
We thank the Cranberry Township Parks & Recreation Department and all of our community pools for 
their continued support in teaching our students the importance and fundamentals of aquatic safety. 
To view a video of students and physical education teacher Mike Manipole at Cranberry Township’s 
Waterpark click here.

Water safety

CVE first grade teacher Ms. Stacey Richard 
with student Yorick Williams and his postcard 
collection.

Earlier this month, CVE students 
finished out the school year by writing 
letters of appreciation and drawing 
colorful thank you notes for their bus 
drivers. A number of them even asked 
drivers to sign their yearbooks.

Heartfelt appreciation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JI8Z4A2U7gk
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Evans City Elementary and Middle School students and staff recently participated 
in and raised over raised $18,452.43 at the 9th annual STOMP Out Cancer Walk. 
The schools presented the substantial check to the University of Pittsburgh  
Cancer Institute (UPCI) on May 27.

STOMP is held in memory of two faculty members, Ms. Linda Saulle and Mr. Roy 
Waugaman, who lost their battles with cancer. STOMP participants also walk in 
memory of and/or in honor of their family and friends who have been affected by 
cancer.

In total, $140,655.83 has been raised over the past nine years with 100 percent of 
the monies going to UPCI for cancer research.

STOMP raises over $18,000

Seneca Valley’s Haine Middle School (HMS) art teacher and Empty Bowls coordinator Ms. Noele Reynolds 
recently presented a check for $15,200 to Gleaner’s Food Bank in Cranberry Township.  

The scope of this benefit was vast,” said Ms. Linda Heery, director of Gleaner’s Food Bank. “Bringing  
together an entire community for a single purpose involves many selfless hours, organization and dedication. 
An idea that began in the summer, followed by nine months of preparation and execution resulted in a  
donation that will provide healthier food options for our families for five plus moths! On behalf of Gleaner’s 
Volunteers (both adult and student) as well as the families we serve, I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.”

The monies were raised from the Empty Bowls Project on May 12. At the event, over 800 people attended, 
chose a handcrafted bowl and enjoyed sampling foods from about 20 local restaurants, all of which donated 
their food and time.

Attendees kept their bowl as a symbol of the empty bowls in the community, and a reminder that their  
participation in the Empty Bowls Project made a difference in the lives of their neighbors in need of food 
assistance.

Full bowls, full hearts

“This is going to be the best day of my life” was the message that Haine Middle School fifth and sixth grade students along with staff and 
administration, celebrated when they lip sang “Best Day of My Life” by American Authors in their third annual Lip Dub on May 27. 

A lip dub is a type of video that combines lip synching and audio dubbing to make a music video. It is made by filming individuals or a group of 
people lip synching while listening to a song or any recorded audio then dubbing over it in post editing with the original audio of the song.

Students showed their school spirit by singing, dancing and wearing SV colors. View HMS’s 2016 Lip Dub here.

‘Best Day of My Life’ 

From L-R: Mr. Tom Saulle, husband of the late Ms. Linda Saulle; Casey Clawson, 
Evans City Elementary (ECE) fourth grade student and highest fundraiser, and Ms. 
Lisa Keller, Development Associate, Clinical Development Medical and Health 
Sciences Foundation for UPCI. Not pictured: ECE first grade student and second 
highest fundraiser, Calley Hauserman; ECE sixth grade student and third highest 
fundraiser Nolan Kummer and ECE kindergarten student and highest kindergarten 
fundraiser, Charlie Leach.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZqtwuG4miY


Seneca Valley Senior High School team (L-R): Nick 
Francino, Shane Ruiz, Matthew Corcoran, Kendall 
Rusnak, and Mitch Lachat. Not included in the photo:  
Matthew Trotta, Isaac Daley and Owen Takac.
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Seneca Valley students, business leaders and  
community members were recognized on May 31, 
at the 2016 George Henderson “Service Above Self” 
Awards Dinner as hosted by the Cranberry Township 
Noon Rotary Club at The Camelot Banquet Hall in 
Warrendale.

Winners included Seneca Valley Middle School  
Counselor Robert Magerko, who was honored as  
Educator of the Year; Cranberry Artists Network  
President and Haine Middle School Empty Bowls 
Coordinator Noele Reynolds, who was honored as  
Community Servant of the Year; and Seneca Valley  
Senior Megan Piotrowski, who was named Student  
of the Year.

Miss Piotrowski was also recognized, along with fellow Seneca Valley students (now graduates) Ben 
Bachik, Carinne Geil, Abigail Von Wormer, Emma Sledge, Meghan Dillon, Lauren Agnello and Sarah 
Johanknecht, as 2016 Rotary Scholarship winners.

Cranberry Rotary hosts annual ‘Service Above Self’ banquet

Seneca Valley Intermediate High 
School (IHS) and Senior High School 
(SHS) gifted students, grades 9-12, 
recently participated in the Technology 
Student Association’s (TSA) Tests of 
Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics 
and Science (TEAMS) competition.

The SHS team finished second in 
the state out of 84 teams and also 
finished 22nd in the nation out of 
655 teams. The IHS team finished third 
in the state out of 37 teams and 15th in 
the nation out of 303 teams.

The TEAMS competition is an annual 
one-day competition for middle and 
high school students where they are 
challenged to apply math and science 
knowledge in practical, creative 
ways to solve real-world engineering 
challenges.

The teams are coached by gifted 
teachers Dean Walker and Patti 
Griest.

SV gifted students work 
together in TEAMS

The Seneca Valley Middle School 
(SVMS) Art Department hosted the 
12th annual Unveiling and Artists’ 
Reception in the SVMS hallway on 
May 31.

The reception honored three  
students including Gavin Thomas, 
and his piece entitled “Peaceful 
Times,” Marley Dengler, and her 
piece titled “Miss Liberty” and  
Madison McKenzie and her piece titled “Orange Venice.”(seen pictured on right respectively)

SVMS art teachers Mr. George Williams, Mr. Stan Zimmerman and Ms. Kathy Pitluga, unveiled the 
artwork to district employees, parents, and community members who celebrated the students’  
amazing talent.

The Annual Unveiling and Artists’ Reception began in 2005 and the permanent art collection now fills 
the entire art classroom hallway.

Unveiling talent

Cranberry Township Noon Rotary Club’s 2016 Scholarship  
Winners (L-R): Carinne Geil, Meghan Dillon, Lauren Agnello, 
Ben Bachik, Emma Sledge and Megan Piotrowski.  
Missing from the photo are Sarah Johanknecht and Abigail 
Von Wormer.

L-R: Audrey Lang, Nora Gavaghan, Jonnie Poepoe, Hannah McCann and 
Mariah Mack

The Seneca Valley Biology Club competed at the 
state level competition at Susquehanna University 
May 24-25. The team placed 40th out of 65 teams. 
Tests involved were in forestry, wildlife, aquatics 
and invasive species and soils.

Down-to-earth

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School team ( L-R): 
Anna Feng, Alex Garcia, Tori Beck, Matt Muir, Nic 
Andreassi, Caleb Cekella and Rishin Sharma.  
Missing from photo: Zach Lukus.
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Campbell Kriess, a 2016-17 Seneca Valley 
junior, just published his first app on the 
iTunes app store. The name of the app is 
Archers vs. Aliens. An educational,  
multi-tasking, math problem-solving, 
shooter game with nine regular levels, it is 
currently available as a free download at:  
https://appsto.re/us/0qLN4.i.

Mr. Kriess began work on this game when 
he was in sixth grade, along with a group 
of three friends, outside of school. At that 
time, they entered the game into the National STEM Video Game 
challenge competition, and won in the team category. 

Mr. Kriess decided not to stop there. Through the seventh grade 
Purpose Gifted Program, he began the process of turning the game 
into an app, and has steadily worked on programming, adapting the 
design, navigating the apple software/certification issues, and  
converting the work into iOS format. He completed the transformation  
this year through gifted support as a sophomore.

Archers, aliens, apps

Seneca Valley 
2016-17 sophomore 
Bryce Behr won the 
National Institute 
of Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Sponsorship Award 
at the 77th Covestro 
Pittsburgh Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair (Covestro PRSEF) 
April 1-2 at Heinz Field. 

Mr. Behr’s project was on the  
protective properties of Kevlar vs. 
other materials. “The District’s  
support for teachers and students in 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) is commendable and 
reflects the value of schools  
collaborating with academia and 
industry,” stated Ms. Lisa Kosick, 
Covestro Pittsburgh Regional  
Science and Engineering Fair  
Director. 

Thirteen Seneca Valley students 
participated at this event. 

Covestro PRSEF provides a venue  
for students to demonstrate and  
communicate their science research 
or engineering projects to an  
audience of their peers and  
professionals from related fields. This 
project  based learning experience 
also correlates with the National and 
State standards in education. 

This year, nearly 1,200 students in 
grades 6-12 from more than 100 
schools attended this event  
sponsored by Chevron, Bayer, 
Duquesne light, Ec.1ton, Kennametal, 
NOVA Chemicals and PPG Industries 
Foundation among other regional  
academic institutions, corporations, 
foundations and professional  
societies. More than $1 million in 
cash awards and scholarships were 
awarded. 

Covestro PRSEF is a major initiative 
of Carnegie Science Center’s STEM 
Programs-experiences that promote 
interest in, and awareness of, the 
region’s scientific and technological 
achievements, careers opportunities, 
and related issues.

STEM standout

Seneca Valley student Julia 
Kooser’s STEM project was so 
impressive that several groups 
took notice. 

The 2016-17 senior placed first 
on her project about the effects 
of strenuous, prolonged  
exercise, and how to minimize 
it, at both regional and state 
competitions for the  
Pennsylvania Junior Academy  
of Science (PJAS) held in  
February and May, respectively. 

Miss Kooser also won the  
Princeton Alumni Association of Western Pennsylvania’s Sponsorship Award for her research at the 
Pittsburgh Regional Science and Engineering Fair (PRSEF) in April. The sponsor who selected her 
was the Princeton Alumni Association of Western Pennsylvania (PAAWP), and specifically Dr. Leo 
Goode, the president of the PAAWP (pictured with Ms. Kooser on far right). As a result of winning the 
award, Miss Kooser and her parents were invited to attend the annual Princeton alumni dinner held 
at the Harvard Yale Princeton Club (HYP) May 23. 

At the dinner, Miss Kooser gave a brief summary of her research. “We had a great dinner, and it was 
really enjoyable to meet both Princeton alumni and the newly-selected class of 2020,” stated Miss 
Kooser.  “Everyone was very supportive and encouraged me to pursue my goals. I am interested in 
studying biochemistry and eventually hope to attend medical school in the future.  This project  
was important to me because it combined my interest in biology and allowed me to develop a  
better understanding of how to control excessive stress hormone secretion in running, which also is 
another interest of mine. Because running is so demanding, I think a lot of people can benefit from 
understanding the negative biological implications of the sport and how to minimize excessive stress 
hormone release.”

STEM connections

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/archers-vs.-aliens/id949900340?mt=8
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Kolor finishes brilliant career as state runner-up
 
Senior Michael Kolor capped off a brilliant athletics career finishing second in the PIAA 1600 meter run.  Kolor’s time of 
4:11.35 was good enough for the silver medal by 1/100th of a second.  With this runner-up finish, Kolor will graduate with 
all-state honors in track and field.  

Additional competitors at the PIAA championships included Mark Smith (300m hurdles & 4x400 relay), Zach Gehm (discus), 
Jordan Jamieson (discus), Erin Danik (javelin), and our 4x800 and 4x400 relay participants – Alex Dixon, Luke Bellack, Sam 
Owori, Justin Gaydos, and Parker Laughlin.

All in all, it was a great Raider track and field season capped off with outstanding individual performances at the PIAA 
championships.  

Seneca Valley recognized for positive sporting behavior
 
The District and three Seneca Valley student-
athletes were recognized for their contributions 
as Positive Athletes and School District at the 
Heinz History Center on June 14. While she was 
unable to attend, Peyton Moriarity was  
recognized as the Pittsburgh Positive Athlete 
in girls’ golf and the Seneca Valley School 
District was named Pittsburgh’s Most Positive 
Athletic program.  Senior soccer & basketball player Lexus Lambert and senior 
volleyball player Sean Cavanagh represented the District and were awarded scholarships by Hines Ward as members of the Most Positive Athletic 
program.  The honor illustrates the commitment made by both the District and our community to provide student-athletes and spectators with a 
positive sporting experience.  

Preparing for 2016-17 sports seasons – paperwork, drug 
& concussion test dates
 
The athletic department has announced its summer drug testing and 
ImPACT concussion testing dates for the 2016-17 sports season.

REMINDERS for 2016-17:  
 • ALL fall sport paperwork must be received in the athletic office  
  no later than Thursday, August 4 by 3 p.m.  Coaches will not  
  accept paperwork at the first day of tryouts.
 • The PIAA mandates the CIPPE Section 6 form as the only  
  permissible form for doctor’s signature.
 • All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2016-17 in now  
  available in the SV Portal.
 • All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal under  
  “Sports Registration” before competing. Registration is now open.
 • Complete information is available on the District’s Athletics website  
  under “Participation and TRYOUT information.”
 • Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to be done every other year.

Drug Testing & ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing –  
Senior High School
(No physicals in July)
 • July 20 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
 • July 21 from 8 a.m. – Noon & 1-3 p.m.
 • July 27 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
 • July 28 from 8 a.m. – Noon & 1-3 p.m.

Football season tickets
 
Football season tickets are now on sale in the athletic office. There are 
five home games and a reserved seat season ticket is $40 for the five 
games. The 2016 football schedule is as follows:

Aug. 20 at New Castle 10 a.m. Scrimmage
Aug. 26 vs Blackhawk 6 p.m. Scrimmage
Sept. 2 vs Peters Twp. 7:30 p.m. Veterans Day
Sept. 9 at Pine-Richland 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Butler 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 vs Central Catholic 7:30 p.m. Hall of Fame
Sept. 30 vs Penn Hills 7:30 p.m. Homecoming
Oct. 7 at Bethel Park 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 14 at No. Allegheny 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 21 vs Shaler 7:30 p.m. Pink Night /Youth Night
Oct. 28 vs Altoona 7:30 p.m. Senior Night 
Nov. 4  WPIAL 1st Rd. TBD
Nov.11 WPIAL Semi’s TBD
Nov. 18 WPIAL Finals TBD

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net/domain/1886


http://www.svsd.net/golfclassic


Seneca Valley Senior High School teacher Mr. Jason 
Woolslare is part of a bigger vision. 

Under the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust’s management and 
vision, the Three Rivers Art Festival is one of the nation’s 
premier free arts festivals where music, performance and 
visual art, including Mr. Woolslare’s were on display  
June 3-12. 

Congratulations, Mr. Woolslare on a great showing! 

Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) Gaming  
Classroom and Teacher Mr. Ken Macek were recently  
featured in commercial for Zulama, an exclusive online 
coding and gaming course program for middle and high 
school students created by faculty who teach these  
subjects to students at Carnegie Mellon University. 

One of Zulama’s corporate media specialists heard about SVAOC’s success with Zulama and wanted 
the opportunity to share their story with other school districts. 

Zulama filmed the gaming classroom (IHS 104) and Mr. Macek’s GameMaker Programming class 
while it was “in-action,” as well as conducted one-on-one interviews. During the Q&A, they were 
asked a series of questions and their responses were filmed to help demonstrate the success of 
Seneca Valley’s gaming program and also what a Zulama classroom looks like. 

“The student testimonials turned out great and you could see the enthusiasm about the program in 
their verbal responses,” stated Mr. Macek. “ I also shared a student group project as it shows the  
creativity that our SVAOC students have.” 

Seneca Valley earned three awards 
in the National School Public  
Relations Association’s  (NSPRA) 
2016 Publications and Electronic 
Media Contest.

The Seneca Valley communications 
department received an Award of 
Merit for the 2015-16 SV Calendar 
“Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence,” 
an Award of Honorable Mention for 
the E-Newsletter Raider Pride and an 
Award of Honor Honorable Mention 
for the branding/image package for 
the Seneca Valley 50th Anniversary.

Linda Andreassi, director of  
communications and Katie Huttinger, 
media support specialist, coordinate 
and develop publications for the  
Seneca Valley School District.

There were 965 entries in this year’s 
contest. In the publications’ portion, 
there were 581 entries, 83 received 
Awards of Excellence, 142 received 
Awards of Merit and 147 received 
Honorable Mention.

NSPRA’s Publications and Electronic 
Media Awards recognize outstanding 
education publications and  
marketing/informational materials 
(print and electronic), video/TV/
radio programs, social media and 
websites.

SV awarded in NSPRA 
Publications Contest

The Seneca Valley Food Service Department cooked up a great day of training.

Seneca Valley food service employees, along with 30 other local attendees 
from 15 different school districts, attended a culinary training session in the 
intermediate high school June 13-14.

Chef Bill Scepansky, CEO of Smart Partner Solutions and a consultant for the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), Division of Food and Nutrition, 
provided a hands-on culinary training that included knife skills, methodology 
behind making salads and blending dressings, vegetable cookery,dried beans/
legumes and grains preparation, seasonings, flavorings and their uses as well 
as food production planning.

The objective of the sessions is to train school food service personnel in the 
preparation and presentation of attractive, healthy meals that students will enjoy.

These trainings are in alignment with the Healthy Hungry Free Kids Act  
(HHFKA), which is meant to ensure that healthy nutritious meals be served to 
all students in schools that participate in the National School Lunch Program.

Funding for these sessions is from the US Department of Agriculture administered through PDE, Division
of Food and Nutrition. The project is managed through PDE’s partnership with Penn State University
known as Project PA.

Chef Scepansky is a graduate of the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, New York and has vast
experience working with schools and encouraging school food service staff and students to embrace
new and healthier foods. He has partnered with PDE on various trainings and was instrumental in
piloting the Chef to Schools Program.

SV’s Food Service Department sharpens skills
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SVAOC on the big screen

Art matters

Education Customized for You
SV Academy of Choice
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Seneca Valley 2015 Graduate Justin Stocklas, entered a STEM competition during his senior year which 
required participants, among other things, to shadow a professional in one of the STEM-related disciplines.  
His teacher introduced him to Cranberry Township GIS guru Doug Cloutier.  After a good experience  
following Doug around, Justin announced that if there were ever a summer internship in the department,  
he would be happy to take it.  

This past spring, it happened, and beginning May 16, he became an IT intern working three days a week in 
the field, collecting GIS data about Cranberry’s stormwater collection system for entry into the Township’s  
database.  

But his real passion – one which affects both his college studies, his leisure pursuits, and his career aspirations – concerns the twilight world of  
national intelligence and combat operations overseas. At Point Park University, he is studying intelligence and national security.  At the University 
of Pittsburgh he is studying Russian.  And at home, he is a voracious reader of novels and histories concerning World War II and the cold war. Tom 
Clancy’s “Hunt for Red October” is among his favorites. 

Eventually, he hopes to join either the Secret Service’s counterfeiting unit or to work in a joint task force with the FBI and the Joint Special  
Operations Command – the high-level military unit with responsibility for the work of such elite forces as the Green Berets, the Army Rangers,  
and the Navy Seals. 

In the meantime, Cranberry Township welcomes Justin Stocklas!

Welcome, Justin Stocklas

Jake Laskey, Seneca Valley 2014 Graduate is one of three people running a new website called Tradebooks, a  
proximity-based marketplace where students can buy and sell textbooks using points instead of dollars.

Mr. Laskey, a junior at the University of Pittsburgh, said the goal of the website is to help students avoid mark-up on used 
textbooks by eliminating websites or stores that act as a middleman which he experienced as a freshman in college.

He joined the team during winter break and is now chief operating officer.

Mr. Laskey hopes that the new service can get 1,000 users this year which would serve as  a proof of concept when 
pitching the service to students in other cities or when going after investments.

To learn more about the service, visit www.Tradebooks.co or to read more about Jake, click here.

SV Alum trades books

Check out the awesome photos posted by Mario Lemieux on his Foundation page from the Pittsburgh Penguins Stanley Cup parade on June 15. These 
amazing photos were taken by 2008 Seneca Valley Graduate Bill Paterson. Bill also takes pics for SV and just covered our graduation. 

Winning team, photos

*Article and photo credit of Cranberry Township. More to come from Cranberry Township in August.

http://www.Tradebooks.co
http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20160622/CRAN0101/706229770/-1/CRAN01


Alumni News & Notes 
continued

Both Seneca Valley alumni as well as sisters, Ms. Katie (Hilliard) Bittner (2004) and Ms. Kristie Hilliard (2006), graduated and went on to succeed with 
very different careers. We asked them to catch us up on what they are doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced their lives and careers.

Katie Bittner: 
Q: What is your occupation and a typical “day in the life” like at work? 
A: I work at Westminster College as a Web/Social Media Content Developer. A typical day in the 
life at work is capturing events and the everyday life that goes on at Westminster College and 
sharing it on Westminster’s Social Media. I also take pictures, and update the College’s website 
making sure to adhere to the Westminster Brand.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I married Justin Bittner (also a SV ‘04 graduate). We have been together since sophomore  
year and have a two-month old son, Colin. 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: Seneca Valley shaped me into an organized eager-to-learn person. I learned the foundation of becoming an adult from Seneca Valley.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow? 
A: Seneca Valley is a special place to learn and grow because of the talented teachers and the opportunities to learn a variety of skills.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: My favorite teacher was Mr. Matthew Driscoll my fifth grade teacher at CVE elementary. Although he has moved onto bigger and better things, he had a 
great impact on my life.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: One of the favorite memories would be meeting the love of my life and being married to him now, and enjoying our time with our son.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: I would like to say thank you and to keep doing what you are doing.  You make a big impact on students’ lives.

Kristie Hilliard: 
Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession? 
A:  I work in Boston at Merck Research Laboratories, part of the pharmaceutical company Merck & Co., Inc.  I am an associate 
scientist/postdoctoral fellow there, helping to identify novel experimental platforms to use in discovering asthma and inflammatory 
bowel disease therapeutics.  I really enjoy working as a scientist, as every day is different and can lead to new and exciting  
discoveries.  Working for a large pharmaceutical company such as Merck allows me to be one step closer to directly helping the 
patient and help create meaningful therapeutics. 

Q: What is a typical “day in the life” like at work?  
Every day is different. I usually spend anywhere from 2-8 hours in the laboratory preparing for and carrying out experiments. 
This can range from culturing and stimulating cells to reflect diseases in the human body to preparing and using human tissues for other experiments to 
performing various assays to identify key experimental outputs.  While I spend a lot of time at my lab bench (which I love!), data analysis and report writing 
takes up a fair amount of my day as well.  

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.  
A: I am currently engaged to another scientist that I met while in graduate school and we live in Cambridge, MA.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?  
A: SV was a great place for me to develop my love of science from an early age.  I was encouraged to take extra science/biology classes and allowed to do 
experiments in classes and free time.  Looking back on my time in high school, I realized how lucky I was to have had access to advanced equipment and 
mentoring at such a young age.  Personally, I was allowed to be my quirky, nerdy self.  I easily made friends with people in and outside of my classes,  
helping me to become the person I am today.  Traveling internationally with my Spanish classes my junior and senior years really allowed me to nurture my 
love of traveling and adventure, and experience different cultures.  

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?  
A: Seneca Valley has a great reputation for success and a large part of that is definitely because of the teachers.  All of the teachers that I had while at SV 
really cared about their students and wanted them to be successful. They taught us important lessons on and off the chalkboard.  

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: Two teachers really stand out in my mind: Mrs. Stacey Richard (first grade at CVE) and Mr. Jeff Roberts (Chemistry in high school who I now believe is the  
assistant principal).  Both were extraordinary teachers with whom I was never bored. In first grade, Mrs. Richard took us to far-away lands through our 
favorite books and nurtured our love of reading.  In high school, Mr. Roberts challenged me and instilled a love of problem-solving. 

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?  
A: One of my favorite memories from Seneca would have to be getting the opportunity to travel to Spain and Costa Rica with Mrs. McGill for my Spanish 
classes. I worked after school throughout the year to be able to pay for the trips and was nervous, but excited because this was my first time on an airplane 
and traveling outside of the U.S.  These trips sparked my love of travel and the Spanish language and are responsible for me studying abroad for a year in 
Mexico. All of these experiences changed how I saw the world and the people in it. They were fantastic trips and I encourage every student to take them!

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?  
A: Thank you and keep up the good work! Encouraging students to develop their interests is what makes them thrive both scholastically  
and personally.  I would not be the person I am today if it weren’t for being mentored and taught by the fantastic teachers I had. 

AlumniAlumniQ & AQ & A
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The results from the 2015-16 Seneca Valley School District Random Drug 
Testing Program indicate that the district average has fallen over last 
year’s figure and remains well below the national average.

The random positive testing rate for 2015-2016 was .32 percent, a  
fraction of the national average, which according to Sports Safe Testing 
Service, is 2.2 percent.

“This is the reward of having a consistent program for over a decade,” 
said Matt Franz, owner of Sports Safe, the Ohio-based drug testing 
service that serves as the vendor for the Seneca Valley testing program. 
“Constantly evaluating the process and policy is key to evolving against 
an ever changing opponent in the drug and alcohol war.” In 2015-16, 
there were 19 reasonable suspicion tests and many of those were put 
into a follow-up program and were able to complete it without further 
positives.

While the lower testing rate is certainly a good sign, what pleases  
Seneca Valley officials the most is the follow-up rate. Any student who 
has a positive test must complete five follow-up tests.  A software 
program allows the testing company to track this information so district 
officials can see if students are responding to intervention. Of the 89 
follow-up tests, only one student had a repeat offense. “I am always 
impressed with how Seneca Valley not only deters drug and alcohol 
abuse, but how they intervene when an issue is discovered.  This is a 
great measure of the overall impact of the program,” said Franz.

Seneca Valley takes great pride in the District’s efforts to encourage and 
maintain an alcohol and drug-free setting in our schools. As such,  
Seneca Valley has been recognized by state and national organizations 
for the implementation of a grade 7-12 drug testing policy for athletics, 
extracurricular activities and driving to school. This policy, in place now 
for 14 years, has served as an excellent example and template for other  
districts across the country, and this year’s results are another reason 
to laud the program. Additionally, within the life of this policy, the White 
House Office of National Drug Control Policy and CBS Evening News 
have reached out to learn more about the program’s success.

Of course, any program’s success is largely dependent on the integrity 
of the test, and not only in the collection of it, but in the identification of 
those students who participate. The process begins at the testing  
company where student identification numbers only (no names) are 
chosen in a lottery format. Those numbers are submitted to the school 
administration, who matches them with the corresponding student 
name. Those students are immediately tested through the collection of  
a urine sample, which continues to be the industry standard.  
Each collection is sent to a certified laboratory for screening and  
confirmation, and each result is then verified by a medical review  
officer. In the case of a positive result, the first call is made to the home.

“There are consequences associated with the policy, but the purpose 
of the program has never been punitive,” said Dr. Matthew McKinley, 
assistant superintendent. “The program has given and continues to give 
families the gift of early detection.”

The entire Seneca Valley Drug Testing Policy (#227.1) can be found here.

SV releases 15-16 drug testing results

SV Drug Testing Results – 14-year review

School Year Percentage

 2002-03 1.4%
 2003-04 1.6%
 2004-05 .90%
 2005-06 .48%
 2006-07 .26%
 2007-08 .76%
 2008-09 .72%
 2009-10 .69%
 2010-11 .43%
 2011-12 .66%
 2012-13 .49%
 2013-14 .40%
 2014-15 .62%
 2015-16 .32%
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http://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/117/policies/200/227-1_Drug_and_Alcohol_Awareness_for_Athletic_Programs,_Extracurricular_Activities,_and_Student_Drivers.pdf
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In accordance with Pennsylvania Law Act 9 of 2014, the School 
Board adopted a policy that authorizes audio and/or video  
recording on school buses or school vehicles for disciplinary 
or security purposes. The audio/video recordings on school 
vehicles would be exempt from disclosure under the Public  
Right to Know Law because such recordings constitute an  
educational record protected from disclosure by FERPA. 

Principals, their designees, bus garage managers, and  
transportation department personnel are the only people allowed to view the recordings.  
Law enforcement may also view the recordings if school officials deem necessary. 

Each school bus or school vehicle with audio and/or video recording devices will post a notification in 
clear sight so driver and passengers understand their actions and communication may be recorded. 
The audio and/or video recording will not be operating if the vehicle is used for other purposes not 
school related.

Also, a reminder to look on the SV Portal to see bus information for the 2016-2017 school year.  Please 
have the students ready to board the bus five minutes prior to the designated time.

Transporatation update

To view the new SV Bus Driver Commercial, click here.

The 2016-17 Seneca Valley Final 
Budget was adopted by Seneca 
Valley School Board on June 13, 2016. 
Please click the link to view the final 
budget document.

2016-17 Final Budget

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://svtube.svsd.net/play/?id=ug3vd4uynx
http://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/97/2016-17%20Final%20Budget%20Document.pdf
http://www.bc3.edu/regfest

